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BACKGROUND
The legal limitations on the use of force by District of Columbia law enforcement
officers are expressed in D.C. Code § 4-176 (Use of Wanton or Unnecessary Force)
and in District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR), Title 6A, Section 207
(Use of Firearms and Other Weapons).
6A DCMR Section 207.1 provides, among other things, that a member is allowed to
“use only the minimum amount of force, which is consistent with the
accomplishment of his or her mission, and shall exhaust every other reasonable
means of apprehension or defense before resorting to the use of firearms.”
6A DCMR Section 207.2, provides, among other things, that no member shall
discharge a firearm in the performance of police duties except to “defend himself or
herself or herself or another from an attack which the officer has reasonable cause
to believe could result in death or serious bodily injury”; or to “effect the arrest or to
prevent the escape, when every other means of effecting the arrest or preventing
the escape has been exhausted, of a person who has committed a felony or has
attempted to commit a felony . . . Provided, that the felony for which the arrest is
sought involved an actual or threatened attack which the officer has reasonable
cause to believe could result in death or serious bodily injury; and provided further,
that the lives of innocent persons will not be endangered if the officer uses his or
her firearm; . . . ."
The Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution guarantees citizens the right “to be
secure in their persons . . . against unreasonable . . . seizures” of the person. The
Supreme Court has stated that the Fourth Amendment “reasonableness” inquiry is
whether the officers’ actions are “objectively reasonable” in light of the facts and
circumstances confronting them, without regard to their underlying intent or
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motivation. The “reasonableness” of a particular use of force must be judged from
the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, and its calculus must embody
an allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced to make split-second
decisions about the amount of force necessary in a particular situation. (Graham v.
Connor, 490 U.S. 386, 396-397 [1989]).
With respect to the use of deadly force, the Supreme Court in Tennessee v. Garner,
471 U.S. 1, 11-12, held that "[w]here the officer has probable cause to believe that
the suspect poses a threat of serious physical harm, either to the officer or to
others, it is not constitutionally unreasonable to prevent escape by using deadly
force. Thus, if the suspect threatens an officer with a weapon or there is probable
cause to believe that he has committed a crime involving the infliction or threatened
infliction of serious physical harm, deadly force may be used if necessary to prevent
escape, and if, where feasible, some warning has been given." (CALEA 1.3.2)
II.

POLICY
The policy of the Metropolitan Police Department is to value and preserve human
life when using lawful authority to use force. Therefore, officers of the Metropolitan
Police Department shall use the minimum amount of force that the objectively
reasonable officer would use in light of the circumstances to effectively bring an
incident or person under control, while protecting the lives of the member or others.
(CALEA 1.3.1)

III.

DEFINITIONS
When used in this directive, the following terms shall have the meanings
designated:
A.

Deadly Force – any use of force likely to cause death or serious physical
injury, including but not limited to the use of a firearm or a strike to the head
with a hard object.

B.

Non-Deadly Force – any use of force that is neither likely nor intended to
cause death or serious physical injury.

C.

Serious Use of Force – lethal and less-than-lethal actions by MPD officers
including:
1.

all firearm discharges by an MPD officer with the exception of range
and training incidents and discharges at animals;

2.

all uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a broken bone or an
injury requiring hospitalization;

3.

all head strikes with an impact weapon;
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4.

all uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a loss of
consciousness, or that create a substantial risk of death, serious
disfigurement, disability or impairment of the functioning of any body
part or organ;

5.

all other uses of force by an MPD officer resulting in a death; and

6.

all incidents where a person receives a bite from an MPD canine.

D.

Use of Force – any physical contact used to effect, influence or persuade an
individual to comply with an order from an officer. The term shall not include
unresisted handcuffing or hand control procedures that do not result in injury.

E.

Use of Force Indicating Potential Criminal Conduct by a Member –
includes, but is not limited to, all strikes, blows, kicks or other similar uses of
force against a handcuffed subject and all accusations or complaints of
excessive force made against the member.

F.

Serious Physical Injury – any injury that results in hospitalization and that
creates a substantial risk of death, serious disfigurement, disability or
protracted loss or impairment of the functioning of any body part or organ.

G.

Less-Than-Lethal Weapons – any object or device deployed with the intent
or purpose of eliminating a threat without causing death. These include, but
are not limited to, a 37 mm gas gun containing a cloth bag filled with small
lead shot pellets, rubber bullets, batons, OC Spray, A.S.P. (Armament
System Procedures) tactical batons.

H.

Use of Force Continuum – a training model/philosophy that supports the
progressive and reasonable escalation and de-escalation of member-applied
force in proportional response to the actions and level of resistance offered
by a subject. The level of response is based upon the situation encountered
at the scene and the actions of the subject in response to the member’s
commands. Such response may progress from the member’s actual physical
presence at the scene to the application of deadly force.

I.

Objective Reasonableness – Reasonableness of a particular use of force
must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene in
light of the facts and circumstances confronting the officer without regard to
the officer’s underlying intent or motivation.

USE OF FORCE (GO – RAR – 901.07)

IV.

4 of 10

RULES
A.

No member of the Metropolitan Police Department shall discharge his/her
firearm under the following circumstances:
1.

As a warning. (CALEA 1.3.3)

2.

Into a crowd.

3.

At or from a moving vehicle, unless deadly force is being used or threatened against the member or another; situations where a moving vehicle
itself constitutes the use of deadly force, such as when a subject
intentionally tries to run an officer down with his or her vehicle. In those
instances, an officer’s use of deadly force may be reasonable and
justifiable. However, members shall, as a rule, avoid tactics that could
place them in a position where a vehicle could be used against them.
(CALEA 1.3.4)

4.

In a felony case which does not involve an actual attack, but involves
a threatened attack, unless the member has reasonable cause to
believe the threatened attack is imminent and could result in death or
serious bodily injury. (CALEA 1.3.2)

5.

In any misdemeanor offense, unless under exceptional circumstances.

6.

Solely to protect property interests.

7.

To stop an individual on mere suspicion of a crime simply because the
individual runs away.

B.

No member shall draw and point a firearm at or in the direction of a person
unless there is a reasonable perception of a substantial risk that the situation
may escalate to the point where lethal force would be permitted. When it is
determined that the use of lethal force is not necessary, as soon as
practicable, firearms shall be secured or holstered.

C.

When feasible, members shall identify themselves as a police officer and
issue a warning before discharging a firearm.

D.

No member of the Metropolitan Police Department, in the normal exercise of
his or her responsibilities, shall carry, use or discharge any firearm or other
weapon, except those issued or approved for use by the Metropolitan Police
Department under direction of the Chief of Police. (CALEA 1.3.9)

E.

No member of the Metropolitan Police Department shall carry, use, or
discharge any unauthorized ammunition in their issued service weapons.
Members are prohibited from obtaining service ammunition from any source
except through official departmental channels. Members are further required
to carry only the requisite amount of service ammunition as applicable to the
authorized service weapon they are utilizing. (CALEA 1.3.9)
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F.

Any excessive force by a member will subject him or her to disciplinary action
and possible criminal prosecution or civil liability.

G.

Any violation of these rules will subject members to disciplinary action.

REGULATIONS
When force is necessary, District of Columbia regulations require members to use
the minimum level of force that is necessary to accomplish a police mission. (CALEA
1.3.1) Members are not required to start at the lowest level of the options listed in
the Use of Force Continuum. Members should select the appropriate level of force
based on what a reasonable member and the circumstances require (See attached
Use of Force Continuum chart).
A.

Prompt Medical Attention
When any level of force is used, there shall be a visual and verbal check of
the subject to ascertain whether the subject is in need of medical care.
Medical assistance shall be summoned immediately if a person is physically
injured in any way, complains of pain, or demonstrates life-threatening
symptoms. (CALEA 1.3.5)

B.

Use of Force Continuum (CALEA 1.2.7)
In determining what level of force to use, it is important to consider the
seriousness of the crime, the level of threat or resistance presented by the
suspect, the imminence of danger, and the suspect’s mental capacity.
Only the minimum level of force needed to obtain control that the objectively
reasonable officer would use in light of the circumstances shall be used.
All members who encounter a situation where the possibility of violence or
resistance to lawful arrest is present should, if possible, defuse the situation
through advice, warning and verbal persuasion.
In the event that a situation escalates beyond the effective use of verbal
diffusion techniques, members are authorized to employ Departmentapproved compliance techniques and Department-issued defensive
weapons.
1.

The Department recognizes and employs the Use of Force
Continuum. Members in response to resistant or dangerous
individuals may apply escalating options of force (see Use of Force
Continuum Chart attached). The options include:
a.

Cooperative Controls, such as verbal persuasion;

b.

Contact Controls, such as hand control procedures, firm grip,
escort and control holds;
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c.

Compliance Techniques, such as Oleoresin Capsicum (OC)
Spray (non-deadly);

d.

Defensive Tactics, such as less-than-lethal weapons, including
impact weapons, such as a baton, or ASP, and including lessthan lethal projectiles used by the Emergency Response Team
and during times of civil disobedience (e.g., 12 gauge shotgun,
37mm gas guns, and rubber bullets), and canines.

e.

Deadly Force (including deadly applications of less-than-lethal
weapons).

2.

The patrol supervisor, if present where there is a violent or resisting
subject, shall direct and control all activity.

3.

Members shall modify their level of force in relation to the amount of
resistance offered by a subject. As the subject offers less resistance,
the member shall lower the amount or type of force used. Conversely,
if resistance escalates, members are authorized to respond in an
objectively reasonable manner. (CALEA 1.3.1)

4.

Issued defensive weapons may be employed in response to the threat
level recognized by an objectively reasonable police member in the
circumstances as necessary to protect himself/herself or another from
physical harm, to restrain or subdue a resistant individual, and to bring
an unlawful situation safely and effectively under control.

Authorized Use of Non-Deadly Force (CALEA 1.3.4)
1.

When using force, members must be able to articulate the facts and
circumstances surrounding the force used in any given situation.

2.

Only objectively reasonable force may be used to respond to threats
or resistance in every situation.

3.

A member's decision to use non-deadly force must involve one or
more of the following:
a.

To protect life or property.

b.

To make a lawful arrest.

c.

To prevent the escape of a person in custody.

d.

To control a situation and/or subdue and restrain a resisting
individual.
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A member shall use only that option of force on the Department’s Use
of Force Continuum that is reasonably necessary to bring the situation
under control. If de-escalation does not work, the member may use
an increasing level of force to overcome the level of resistance. As
soon as the incident is under control, the member’s use of force
should diminish proportionally. (CALEA 1.3.1)

Authorized Use of Deadly Force (CALEA 1.3.2)
1.

Defense of Life
a.

b.

2.

Members of the Metropolitan Police Department may use
deadly force in the performance of police duties:
(1)

When it is necessary and objectively reasonable AND,

(2)

To defend himself/herself or another from an actual or
threatened attack that is imminent and could result in
death or serious bodily injury.

Members shall not draw and point a firearm at or in the
direction of a person unless the officer has an objectively
reasonable perception of a substantial risk that the situation
may escalate to the point where lethal force would be
permitted. When it is determined that the use of lethal force is
not necessary, as soon as practicable, firearms shall be
secured or re-holstered.

Fleeing Felon
Members may use deadly force to apprehend a fleeing felon ONLY
when every other reasonable means of affecting the arrest or
preventing the escape has been exhausted AND,
a.

The suspect fleeing poses an immediate threat of death or
serious bodily harm to the member or others; OR (CALEA 1.3.2)

b.

There is probable cause to believe the crime committed or
attempted was a felony, which involved an actual or threatened
attack which could result in death or serious bodily harm; AND
(1)

There is probable cause to believe the person fleeing
committed or attempted to commit the crime, AND

(2)

Failure to immediately apprehend the person places a
member or the public in immediate danger of death or
serious bodily injury; AND

(3)

The lives of innocent persons will not be endangered if
deadly force is used.
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Warning to Subject
When feasible, members shall identify themselves as police officers
and issue a warning before discharging a firearm.

E.

F.

G.

Less-Than-Lethal Projectiles (CALEA 1.3.4)
1.

The objective of less-than-lethal projectiles is to save human life.

2.

Consistent with the Department’s philosophy of using only the
minimum amount of force necessary to control or subdue potentially
violent subjects, less-than-lethal projectiles may be used only by
authorized members with appropriate specialized training.

3.

During instances of civil disobedience, less-than-lethal weapons may
only be used to subdue or incapacitate a subject to prevent imminent
physical harm to the officer or another person and shall be used only
at the direction of the official in charge of the scene. All other use, by
any other member, is strictly prohibited.

Prohibitions
1.

No member shall carry any Department-issued weapon prior to
successfully completing Department-approved training courses
directed by the Chief of Police. (CALEA 1.3.10)

2.

Under no circumstances shall a member carry or use blackjacks,
saps, nunchakus, kempo sticks, brass knuckles, or weighted gloves or
other unauthorized weapons.

3.

Members shall not employ any form of neck restraint except when an
imminent threat of death or serious physical injury exists, and no other
option is available.

4.

Whenever it becomes necessary to take a violent or resisting subject
into custody, the responding member shall utilize appropriate tactics in
a coordinated effort to overcome resistance.

5.

Members shall avoid the use of flashlights, radios or any items not
issued specifically as a defensive weapon as a means of force, except
when an imminent threat of death or serious physical injury exists, and
no other option is available.

Positional Asphyxia Precautions
When necessary to restrain subjects, members shall:
1.

Make every effort (whenever possible) to avoid tactics, which may
impede a subject’s ability to breathe, which may result in chest or
throat compressions, or airway blockage.
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2.

Position the individual in a manner to allow free breathing, once he or
she has been controlled and placed under custodial restraint using
handcuffs and other authorized methods. The subject shall not be
maintained or transported in a face down position.

3.

Seek medical assistance immediately if a person appears to be having
difficulty breathing or is otherwise demonstrating life-threatening
symptoms (such as positional asphyxia). The patrol supervisor shall
direct that alternative means to maintain custody be utilized, if
appropriate.

4.

The unauthorized use of restraints and the transportation of subjects
in a face down position within any vehicle are prohibited.

PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES
Notification and Reporting of a Use of Force Incident
1.

Incidents To Be Reported
The Use of Force Incident Report (PD Form 901-e) shall be completed
in all of the following situations: (CALEA 1.3.6)

2.

a.

all Use of Force incidents (except Cooperative or
Contact Controls, e.g., mere presence, verbal
commands or submissive handcuffing, unless there has
been a resulting injury or the subject complains of pain
following the use of Cooperative or Contact Controls);

b.

any time when an officer is in receipt of an allegation of
excessive use of force; or

c.

whenever a member draws and points a firearm at or in
the direction of another person.

Member Responsibilities
Members shall notify their supervisor and complete a PD Form 901-e
(Use of Force Incident Report) immediately following any use of force,
receipt of an allegation of excessive force, or immediately following
the drawing of and pointing a firearm at or in the direction of another
person.

3.

Supervisor Responsibilities
When a member has declined to complete the Use of Force Incident
Report immediately following an incident, the supervisor shall compel
the member to complete the report following a declination by the U. S.
Attorney’s Office and/or issuance of an authorized Reverse-Garrity
warning.
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// SIGNED //
Charles H. Ramsey
Chief of Police
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